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Plan S: What strategy now for the Global 
South? 


Since the 2002 Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) the OA movement 
has had many successes, many surprises, and many disappointments. OA 
initiatives have also often had unintended consequences and the movement 
has been beset with disagreement, divisiveness, and confusion. 
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ongoing efforts in Europe to trigger a “global flip” to open access, and the 
way in which open content is likely to be monetised by commercial 
publishers, both suggest that the South needs to develop its own 
(alternative) strategy. 
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A1,400-word edited extract from this essay can be read on the LSE 
Impact Blog here. 
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A few years ago such kind of OA strategy was proposed by DOAJ to 
India (they wanted India officially recognize DOAJ as official accredited 
list of journals in India). India answered "No, thanks" and immediately 
introduced its own national list of journals. So, DOAJ wanted to take 
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judging the journals not the articles and the Open Access is just an easy 
option but not the philosophical option. Not many are for Open Access 
but are looking at the Publishers and Impact Factors. The scholarly 
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societies are in hurry to join the brands (publishers) to raise their 
journals' esteem. We have funders policies but there is no compliance. 
There is no support for open access incentives to the authors. The old 
tradition of going with print publications is being practiced and there is no 
much of innovations in publications. Not many are publishing online 
using the open source software OJS. Free and Open is much confused 
with Free of Cost. There is little understanding of Open Licensing. At this 
backdrop here comes the Plan S to India. Should India join Plan S? Its 
not the right time because it only benefits the big brands and not the 
societies and open scholarship which should be free to publish and free 
to read. 
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(A print version of this eBook 
is available here ) Earlier this 
year | was invited to discuss 
with Georgia Institute of 
Technology libraria... 


The Life and 
Death of an 
Open Access 
Journal: Q&A 
with Librarian 
Marcus Banks 
Librarians have been at the 
forefront of the open access 
movement since the 
beginning, not least because 
in 1998 the Association of 
Researc... 
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Slashdot is this week 
interviewing NYU professor 
Jay Rosen , a long-time 
proponent of civic journalism . 
Rosen recently started 
NewAssignm... 
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**Update: On August 26th 
2016, the US government 
(Federal Trade Commission) 
announced that it has charged 
OMICS with making false 
claims, ... 
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On a superficial 

reading open 
access is intended to do no 
more than what it says on the 
can: provide an internet- 
based scholarly communicat... 


Copyright: the 
| i immoveable 
barrier that 
RIGHTS RES open access 
advocates 
underestimated 
In calling for research papers 
to be made freely available 
open access advocates 
promised that doing so would 
lead to a simpler, less cos... 
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Pool 

We are today 
seeing growing dissatisfaction 
with the pay-to-publish model 
for open access. As this 
requires authors (or their 
funders or ins... 
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The Public Library of Science 
( PLOS ) and the University of 
California ( UC ) have today 
announced a two-year 
agreement designed to 
make... 


